on the same

news from the mississippi library commission

Summer iHerd

By Susan Cassagne, Executive Director

This Mississippi springweather was just
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sunshine.Now as we move into the dedays,

along with them come some fun activities in
libraries. Summer reading progms are
kicking off in public libraries all over the state
and here at MLC we had our own bit of fun.
We staged our own summer camp
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Get Set, READprovided our campers with
some fun activities all centeredn the power

of reading. We hope all libraries have a truly
successful program this year. Be sure to follow
us on Facebook and share your photos with us.

We have some great ideas for new exhilits
the building toincreasecommunity awareness
and promote the many services that we and
public libraries all over the state are providing.

| recently traveledto Washington with the  Even with the recent budget cuts, be assured
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participate in National Library Legislative Day. a A a a A a a A LILIA Qa LJdzo £ A O
A diverse group of Missiggpi Library possible. It is our mission to provide
Association librariansfrom public, school, leadershp, advocacy and service, and that will
academic, and state libraries made the trip.  never change.

The visitgave the_ delega’gon O_f Ilbrarlans_, the Pictured left to right: Pamela Pridgen, Ann Marsh, Suzanne
chance to share information with our national poyner and Susan Cassagne

elected officials on the exciting things going

on in Mississippi Ifaries.



LibraryDay at the Capitol

and
Legislative Lawn Party

On March 8, librarians and library supporters from That eveningthe Mississippi Library Association
across Mississippi gathered at the Mississgipie Friends of Mississippi Libraries, Inc. brought together
capitol to advocate for libraries. Over 100 supporters librarians and legislators at the firstver Legislative
attended the event, met with their legislators and Lawn Party! The event was a tremendous success
shared the good news about the power of libraries in and provded an opportunity to advocate in a more
our communities. relaxed setting. Over 30 legislators were in

Lo , attendance and a great time was had by all.
Libraries have an important story to tell and are truly 3

impacting lives each and every day. We want to
make sure that lawmakers are fully aware of this
impact andsowe will continue to build awareness.
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we hope you will mark your calendar for March 14,
2017 when we will converge on thmte capitol

again!

In the meantime, remember that advocacy is not just
a once a year effort. As supporterilibraries, it is
something we need tao continuously!
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Lucky Town Brewing Company for a job well done.

Libraries have aomplex, wonderful story to tell and
this day of advocacy was a great time of storytelling.

S OR it 3 Check out this short filnshowcasing this day of
4 ' advocacy!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phUa32iNurs

Pictured above left to right: Senator Sally DoBepresentative
Tommy Reynoldsand Representative Tom Miles.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phUa32iNurs

Meet MLC

Jennifer Nabzdyk Todd
Digital Services Library Consultant

Meet Jennifer Todd, Digital Services Library Consult:
at the Mississippi Library Commission. Lovingly calle
"Nabz' by many in the library community, she works i
the Technology Services Division assisting libraries &
their staff with implementing and using current and
emerging technologies in their librariddabzassists
with staff training, like helping therearn how to use
Microsoft Office Suite, eBooks, and the Cloud. She h
also helped develop many of the new library website
across the state. (Did you know that most of them ar:
now mobilefriendly?) Nabz maintains a close
relationship with Mississippit&e University Extension
Service and their Intelligent Community Institute. She
also the chair of the MLC Celebration Committee wh
plans events for staff at the Commission. She
additionally serves as the web committee-cloair for
the Mississippi brary Association and is on the web
committee for the Asian Pacific American Library
Association. Jennifer began as an intern at MLC in
August 2010 and was officially hired April 2012. She
obtained her MLIS in 2012 from the University of
Southern Mississ.

Talking Book Services Welcomes Special Guest!

Mississippi's First Lady Deborah Bryaatently visited
the Mississippi Library Commission to record the boc
The Fib: A Wordy Taby Bill Wilson. With early
childhood education being the focal point of her
platform, Mrs. Bryanthas traveled the entire state as
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Bryant has been readinthe Fibin all the schools she
has visited recently and leaving a copy of the book ft
their collections. By recording the book, Mrs. Bryant
making theThe Fikavailable to all the young patrons i
the Talking Book Seres DepartmentSheis also
going to promote the Talking Book Services in the
schools that she visitsbringing more light tahis
important program Thank youMrs. Bryantfor being
an advocate of Talking Book Services!



Talking Book Services
Recognizes Volunteers

Talking Book Servicagcently heldits Annual
Volunteer Recognition evenfTheycelebrated
their volunteers and the many hours they have
contributed to MLC. Krista Estes, Volunteer
Network Officer at theMississippi Commission
for Volunteer Serviceserved agjuest speaker.

Since last AprilTBSrsolunteers have donated a
grand total 0f2,858 hoursof their time! All the
volunteers received a certificate signed by
Deborah Bryant, First Lady of Missigsj@as well
as a letter of appreciation for their service. Of
special note is our volunteer Melvin
Smitherman, who received an honorable
mention for theGovernor's Initiative for
Volunteer Excellence Award

Thank you for all you do! If you or someone yo
know is unable to read standard print due to a
visual, physical, or organic reading disability, o
you are an institubn which serves such
individuals, please contact us a800-446-0892
or talkingbooks@milc.lib.ms.ue learn more
about Talking Book Services at the Mississippi
Library Commission.

On the road with MLC!

Joy Garretson, MLC Director of Library Development
helped librarians from LincolbawrenceFranklinduring a
workshop at the library in Brookhaven

A student works on her science fair projecthie Hattiesburg
Library. These additional compusavere made possibléy
LSTA Grant funds.

What a fun day visiting Jacksétinds Library System libraries!
The Bolton Library has some exciting things going oraaad
ready for thkeir summer reading program!



